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March 2rd, 2026.

Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,

[ am writing to share significant and sad news regarding our school
community. I received formal confirmation last week that the Augustinian
community will end its residential presence at Good Counsel College this

summer.

As many of you may have heard, this was formally announced by the Vicar
Provincial over the weekend as part of a wider consolidation of the Order's
presence in Ireland. The decision was driven by an "accelerating decline" in
vocations and an ageing profile within the Order; in 2026, only 10 friars in
Ireland are under the age of 70 with St Augustine’s Church on Washington
Street, Cork City also closing.

This departure marks a major milestone in a story spanning over 700 years.
Since arriving in New Ross in 1320, the Augustinians have been an
inseparable part of our town’s identity. While we will formally acknowledge

their immense contribution later this year, today is a day for gratitude.

The wisdom and steady presence of the friars have shaped generations of

students, fostering the warm, inclusive culture we cherish today.

The departure of Fr. Michael and Fr. David in June will leave a void that
cannot be filled. They have been much more than priests; they have been
true friends to our staff, parents and students alike, personifying St.

Augustine’s guidance to "live together as friends!"
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While the resident community is withdrawing, we remain proudly an
Augustinian school. We are committed to carrying forward our values of

Unity, Truth, and Love as a lay community.

The Augustinian Schools Trust (AST) will now play an even more vital role in
ensuring our unique charism remains our foundation for generations to

come.

There are still many questions to be answered as we navigate this transition.
For now, we focus on supporting Fr. David and Fr. Michael through this

period.

On what is a deeply moving day for us all, I want to acknowledge the
profound impact every Augustinian has had on our lives. Their spirit will

always have a home here.

Thank you for your ongoing support of our school community.

Warm regards,

Mark O’Brien

Principal
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