
 

 
 

 

 

 

January 21st 2025. 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

The HSE’s school health programme is part of Ireland’s free universal programme of clinical care for 
all children. 

It includes: 

• eyesight and hearing screening 

• vaccines 

• dental checks 

Good Counsel College has facilitated the programme for a number of years through the: 

• distribution of consent forms for participation 

• use of the school premises by the HSE team 

 

New legislation 

Every school has obligations under GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation). 

As part of this, I want to share a recent update to legislation. This update is about the sharing of 
pupil data with HSE. The Minister for Health has signed two new statutory regulations.  These are 
the: 

1. Infectious Diseases (Amendment) (No. 3) Regulations 2024 

2. Health (Provision of Information for Health Examination and Treatment Service)  

     Regulations 2024 

 

Information request to the school 

A HSE school health team will contact the school when planning their visits. They will ask for 
information about children who are eligible for the programme. 

Under the regulations, the school must provide the following information: 

• the name, address, date of birth and sex of the pupil 

• the mother’s birth surname 



 

 

 

 

 

 

• contact details (including the name, phone number and email address of their 
parent/guardian) 

• the pupil’s PPSN (if any) 

• the name of the school which the pupil attends and the school roll number 

The school has a legal obligation to provide the data to the HSE within 10 days of a request from 
them. 

 

Why the information is needed 

The nurse uses these details to send consent forms and any other relevant information to the 
school. The data also helps to make sure the programme reaches as many children as possible. It 
allows the nurse to follow up with families who do not return the consent form, providing additional 
information to make sure children do not miss out on the service. 

 

You will continue to have the choice to consent to your child taking part in the services offered by 
the programme. 

 

I have attached a note to parents/guardians from the HSE. This will give you more information about 
the school health programme. 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Mark O’Brien 

Principal 



 

 

13th January 2025 

 

 

Cliodhna O'Neill 

Assistant Secretary  

Department of Education 

Marlborough Street 

Dublin 1  

D01 RC96 

By email only 

 

 

Dear Cliodhna 

 

I can advise that the Minister for Health has signed the Infectious Diseases (Amendment) (No. 

3) Regulations 2024 (SI 735 of 2024). This regulation will permit the sharing of class lists by 

schools to the HSE to enable the administration of immunisation to children in schools.  

 

In addition, we can confirm that the Minister has also signed the Health (Provision of 

Information for Health Examination and Treatment Service) Regulations 2024 (SI 750 of 

2024), which will permit the sharing of class lists by schools with the HSE for the purpose of 

carrying out the school health checks programme.  

 

We would request that the Department of Education brings these SIs to the attention of the key 

stakeholders involved and ensures that the necessary arrangements are put in place to ensure 

that the provisions of the SIs are carried out as soon as possible.   

 

The Department of Education’s assistance and engagement on this matter to date is very much 

appreciated. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 
__________________ 

Prof Mary Horgan 

Chief Medical Officer 
 
Designated Public Official under Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 



 
 
About the HSE’s school health programme 
The HSE’s National Healthy Childhood Programme is Ireland’s universal programme of 
clinical care for all children. The service is free to all children in Ireland. 
 
The programme helps to: 

• create the best outcomes for children  
• build the foundations for health over their lifetime 

 
We offer routine health interventions to children. This aims to help children to stay well and 
to identify those who may need early intervention or other support. 
 
A core component of this service is the school health programme in primary and post-
primary schools. 
 
What it includes 
The school health programme includes: 

• eyesight and hearing screening  
• vaccines  
• school dental programme 

 
When it happens 
Screening and vaccines are usually offered in junior infants. (In Sligo, Leitrim and Donegal, 
the vaccines are given by your GP).  
 
Additional vaccines are also offered in first year of post-primary school.  
 
The school dental programme currently offers dental check-ups to children in certain classes 
in primary school. 
 
How it works 
A HSE school health team will contact your child’s school to arrange a visit. 
 
Information needed 
By law, schools will be asked to share the following information with the HSE: 

• your child’s name, address, date of birth and sex 
• mother’s birth surname 
• contact details for parent/guardian (including name, phone number and email 

address) 
• the child’s personal public service (PPS) number, if any  
• the school’s name and roll number  

 
This information allows school public health nurses to plan their visit to the school. They can 
also follow up with families who do not return consent forms, providing additional support 
and information to make sure children do not miss out. This helps to make sure the 
programme reaches as many children as possible. 
 
 



Information and consent forms 
The school health team will provide information about screening and vaccine visits. They will 
give a consent form before any visits. Your child will usually carry these home in their school 
bag. 
 
When you get the documents: 

1. read the information 
2. complete the consent form – these will usually ask if you do or do not consent 
3. send the consent form back to the school – please return regardless of consent 

option chosen  
 

The school team will check the consent forms. They will contact you if they have any 
questions. 
 
We strongly recommend all children avail of the services provided by the school health 
programme. Parents and guardians have the choice to consent or not to consent to these 
services.  
 
More information 
For more information about the school health programme, click here.  
 
 
 

                                      

https://www2.hse.ie/babies-children/parenting-advice/caring-for-a-child/dental-treatment-for-your-baby-and-child/
https://www2.hse.ie/babies-children/parenting-advice/caring-for-a-child/dental-treatment-for-your-baby-and-child/
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.hse.ie%2Fbabies-children%2Fchecks-milestones%2Fhealth-checks%2Fschool-health-programme&data=05%7C02%7CRoisin_Collier%40education.gov.ie%7C6717c13a69e24d3ec0f808dd33f10eff%7Cf5c0d15a869347e3b506b1617300787f%7C0%7C0%7C638723832623057958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HdLYD3MosqtDx01gJrXj1DllIHwZNL7MiYmZf4G5sy0%3D&reserved=0
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