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Evaluation of the use of Assistive Technology to support the inclusion, access and participation of
chitdren and young people in their learning

Invitation to Parents/Guardians to meet an inspector

Dear Parent/Guardian,

The inspectorate of the Department of Education will conduct an evaluation in your child's school in the coming
days. The evaluation focuses on the use of assistive technology to support the inclusion, access and participation
of children and young peopie in their learning.

In all our evaluations we try and include the perspective of parents. In some evaluations we administer
questionnaires and in others we conduct a group meeting. In this evajuation, we will be holding a group meeting
with parents. The meeting will last approximately 40 minutes and will discuss various topics such as your child's
experience prior to getting assistive technology and how you and your child are supported to use the assistive
technology. During the meeting, we will not be able to discuss the work of individual teachers.

This meeting is scheduled for Thursday 27 September at 9.00am. This time was chosen, to accommodate
parents who may be coming to the school to drop their child, 1 hope it is convenient for you.

{ lock forward fo meeting with you, if it is convenient.

Thank you most sincerely,
Sinéad Greene
Reporting Inspector

Inspectorate
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SCHOOL INSPECTION

The Inspectorate of the Department of
Education carry out school inspections. An
inspection is currently taking place which is
focused on assistive technology and how the
school uses it to support young people with
their learning. The inspectors will meet with
school leaders, teachers, some
parents/guardians and some students.

FOCUS GROUP

Inspectors believe it is very important to
hear from students about their
experiences in schools. During the
inspection, inspectors will meet with a
group of students in a focus group. The
focus group allows the students to
speak with the inspector in detail about
aspects of their  experiences,
particularly in relation to assistive
technology in school. The students do
not have to answer any question that
they do not want to answer.

PERMISSION TO TAKE PART

Your child, along with other students, is
being invited to volunteer to take part in this
focus group. The inspector will need both
the permission of a parent/guardian and the
student’'s permission before they can take
part. Please talk to your child about this,
and, if both you and your child are happy,
please sign the forms overleaf and return
them to the school. All forms will be
maintained by the school in accordance
with its records management policy.

WHAT IS INVOLVED?

The focus group will consist of up to ten
students. Participants in the focus group
will join a group with other students from
their school and share opinions about their
experience of using assistive technology to
help their learning. The focus group
meeting will take place in the school during
the normal school day. It will last for one
class period.

If more than ten students volunteer then

the inspector will select a number from
amongst those who have volunteered.

CONFIDENTIALITY

All relevant data protection and child
protection requirements will be followed.
The students who take part in the focus
group will not be named or identified in any
record of the focus group or in any feedback
discussion with the school.

RIGHT TO WITHDRAW

Students are invited to take part in the
focus group in a voluntary capacity.
Therefore, they are free to withdraw
from the focus group at any time. If they
wish to withdraw, arrangements will be
made for them to return to their
classroom.

FURTHER INFORMATION

There is a video that provides information about what happens during a focus group.

Available at: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d3832-guide-to-inspection/
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PLEASE SIGN BELOW IF YOU AGREE FOR YOUR CHILD TO TAKE PART IN THE
FOCUS GROUP

o | give permission for the child named above to take part in the focus group
Name of parent/guardian:

Signature of parent/guardian:

Date:

It your parent/guardian has consented for you to take part in the focus group, and you
would like to volunteer to take part, please complete the form below.

Please read the points and, if you agree, sign below:

¢ | am volunteering to take part in a focus group discussion with an inspector from the
Department of Education and | understand why | am taking part.

¢ | understand that if more than ten students volunteer to take part the inspector will
select from those who volunteered and that | may not be selected

» | know that | do not have to answer any questions during the focus group that | do not
want to answer and that it is ok to just listen if | do not want to talk.

o | know that it is ok to leave the focus group meeting if | Wish to do so and that | do not
have to say why | feel like leaving. This is not a test or an exam.

e | know that | am going to talk about my learning experiences from my point of view.



