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An Augustinian School

Dear Parent/Guardian,

You will by now be aware of the scoping inquiry to investigate historical allegations
of sexual abuse in schools run by Religious Orders published yesterday evening. You
can access the report here. (https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/42b7e-education-

scoping-inquiry/)

Last year the Irish Government (Department of Education) set up a scoping inquiry
to investigate allegations of historical sexual abuse in schools run by Religious
Orders.

There are three historical cases identified in Augustinian Schools, one in New Ross
and two in Dungarvan.

No staff member, teaching or non-teaching, religious or lay, are the focus of the
historical allegation relating to Good Counsel College.

Schools do everything possible to make sure this never happens again and our
school and all schools, strictly adhere to the Department of Education’s Child
Protection Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schools (revised 2023), in
relation to reporting allegations of sexual abuse. Teachers are also required to
complete training in Child Protection and the school Board of Management and
Department Inspectors monitor our work to ensure we follow these Procedures.

We welcome the report of S.C. Mary O’Toole published yesterday. This inquiry has
the College’s and Augustinian Schools Trust’s fullest co-operation. We note that
Minister Foley has now announced the establishment of a related Commission of
Investigation, which will also have our fullest co-operation.

We ask any person who was abused while attending our school, and has not yet
come forward, to please feel free to do so. We are more than willing to support
people who may still wish to come forward - and we also ask them to report the
abuse to the Gardai and Tusla.

We are saddened by details of the Scoping Inquiry, but we welcome the fact that
survivors have had an opportunity to tell their stories and to be heard and
supported.

Yours sincerely

I 1€ ~

Principal, Secretary Board of Management.
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