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Dear Parent/Guardian,

Good evening. We hope that your son is settling into 1st Year and enjoying the good weather.
You may be aware that First-Year class groups have set up class based ‘Snapchat’ groups.

This social media tool is very popular with teenagers but is not a forum that the school has any
control over. It is the responsibility of parents to monitor, and children to use, appropriately. Our
means of communication for all things educational and extra-curricular in the College is
Microsoft Teams. You will find plenty of useful information at the following link about Snapchat.

https:/ /www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-snapchat

Your son may be a member of multiple social media groups including Snapchat and it is now
important that you:

1. talk with your son about his use of various Social Media platforms. The most popular on
phones are Snapchat, BeReal, TikTok, Instagram, WhatsApp, VSCO, Instagram and
Twitter. Discord is commonly used on PC chat forums. He may have multiple accounts on
each platform.

. Discuss the content he has shared or may have received.

. consider asking your son to leave such groups. — see the link above for advice around
Snapchat use. You can also find information about other Apps mentioned.
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If your son is found to be in possession of inappropriate material in the college, or shares
inappropriate images, our Code of Behaviour sets out a sanction of potential ‘Suspension
pending a Board of Management meeting’ which falls under ‘Gross misbehaviour’. This is not a
route we would wish to follow, or any student/parent to go down.

Next week we have arranged for workshops for all students in all years around appropriate social
media use, their digital footprint, accountability, and responsibility online with Trevor Murphy -
Chief Executive Officer - CyberSchool.ie. Local gardai have also committed to speaking, if
available.

This will again highlight to your son the personal responsibility incumbent on him when using
various social media platforms.

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any queries or observations regarding this
or any other issue.

Kind regards

Mark O'Brien September 5th, 2023
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