
Dear Parent(s) / Guardian(s), 
 
As we approach the Christmas break, we would like to remind you of some important dates 
and information. 
 
The CAO facility has been up and running since early November and the closing date for the 
discounted application fee (€30) is 20th January 2023 at 5pm. Normal closing date for the 
applications (€45) is 1st February 2023 at 5pm. Courses with restricted entry must be 
included by this date. There is lots of good information and presentations on how the CAO 
works at the following link https://www.cao.ie/?page=parents. The CAO Handbook (digital 
version), is available at https://www.cao.ie/handbook.php  
All intending applicants are encouraged to register for CAO over Christmas. This can be 
done on www.cao.ie and click on apply where there is also a Demo Model for your 
information.  
 
Please consult www.accesscollege.ie for information regarding HEAR and DARE eligibility. 
It is the student’s responsibility to ensure the form is correctly filled out and that all 
relevant documentation is submitted on time. The closing date for final completion of 
online HEAR / DARE is 1st March 2023 at 5pm. Supporting documentation is to arrive in 
CAO before 15th March 2023 at 5pm. An information webinar for DARE will take place on 
January 14th at 10am  
(https://accesscollege.ie/dare/2022/11/16/dare-application-information-session-2023/) and for 
HEAR on January 14th at 1pm (https://accesscollege.ie/hear/events-hear/2022/11/16/hear-
application-information-session-2023/) 
 
Many Post Leaving Cert courses (FETAC / QQI) are now open for application. Please 
consult each college individually for closing dates. Interviews for some colleges will begin in 
March / April. Each Further Education College requires a separate application so please keep 
this in mind. https://www.fetchcourses.ie/ will bring you to all the colleges offering further 
education and training courses. All students who wish to apply for the Certificate in 
Agriculture in Kildalton College are advised to apply online at www.teagasc.ie.  
 
Many opportunities are available in the area of apprenticeships. For further information 
please see www.apprenticeships.ie  which contains lots of information on apprenticeships. 
 
It is advised that your son would spend some time over the holidays researching all courses of 
interest. There is a change of mind facility (free of charge from early May 2023 until 1st July 
2023 at 5pm) so there is plenty of time to finalise course lists. All students have been invited 
to make a guidance appointment and I would be delighted to meet with parents / guardians 
should you require a meeting with your son. Please feel free to contact me by contacting the 
office or email jane.byrne@goodcounselcollege.ie.  
 
I encourage students to keep up to date with colleges and courses by accessing all the online 
resources and social media platforms. There are numerous podcasts, open day recordings, 
pre-recorded talks and opportunities to talk to third level students available online.  
 
I would also encourage parents who may be considering applying for financial support by 
way of an educational grant to look at www.studentfinance.ie and also www.SUSI.ie which is 
the grant authority.  
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Finally, I encourage students to do some study over the holidays, but it is also important to 
come back to school refreshed and rested. There will be a lot going on from January to June! 
 
Happy Christmas to you all.  
Jane Byrne.  


