
5th Year Parent/Student/Teacher Meeting 

Teacher Survey Results (34 Responses) 
 

 

How could this be improved on? 

1 Make students aware of the importance of having teams set up for parents to 
access easily. 

2 The planning and preparation for this format was excellent. 

3 Very well presented material. 

4 What to do if student doesn’t answer at designated slot. 

5 Was all good 

6 I was very happy with how the meeting was run. 

7 Maybe later in calender 

8 Explained during all staff meeting 

9 Groundwork was excellent. Well done to all involved and thank you. 



10 A few breaks in the meetings. Anyone with double groups won’t have got a rest 
break! 

11 n/a 

12 Very useful information and Hugh was most helpful with any queries or guidance 

13 Not sure 

14 Extremely helpful and informative guidance given prior to parent teacher meeting. 

15 No improvement required 

16 Class lists up to date 

17 I felt that all necessary instructions and relevent information was provided in 
advance of the meeting. 

18 short video 

19 
Ensure parents are encouraged to make sure students attend eg. a box indicating 
whether student will also be present. As two students had told parents that they 
didn't have to attend 

20 I feel I'm competent enough with Teams that I don't need much more information 

21 It was hard to hear some parents. Students should be asked to sit down beside 
parents rather than behind the camera. 

22 
I think we were supplied with all the relevant information- the times allocated to 
parents, a guide on how to make and end the calls and Hugh met teachers who 
needed additional support 

23 Can't think of any. Hugh explained everything very well. 

24 Ensure students all have access codes set for parents 

25 n/a 

26 Overall I think it was very helpful. 

27 I found I had adequate information 

28 Information was perfect, just already very familiar with teams so didn't read most 
of it 

29 Not much from our end. Maybe give students time to get home. Some parents are 
not great with technology. 

30 What is the protocol in relation to parents who can’t get an appointment? 



31 Na 

32 
Including the name of parent/guardian on the meeting list, as it was the first time 
meeting some of them and my name appeared on their screen, so they could 
address me, but for some parents, I could not address them by name. 

33 Nothing 

34 No obvious improvements needed. I forgiven was very good. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Please identify what you liked about this format. 

• Time limit Notice of who is meeting and structure of time. 
• The time allocation for parents was fair as opposed to face-to-face meetings, where some 

parents take longer than others. The parents receive the main body of important 
information they need and it 'cuts to the point' this is more efficient. 

• Remote capabilities. 
• You can plan ahead since you have a schedule, Straight to the point, Doesn’t put as much 

pressure on parents to arrive to school. 
• Good schedule, short meeting, no people queuing, easy. 
• The five minutes allowed both parents and teachers to get to the main points regarding the 

students' progress. 
• Quick 
• It was quick and efficient 
• Parents knew we only had 5 mins so time was used in a very constructive manner 
• I had to do a bit more preparation in structuring test and grades etc. 
• Conversations had to be direct due to time limit 



• Sharon Murphy All my parents had signed up and all turned up. Each conversation was quick 
and too the point. At face to face ptm parents can linger and sit waiting for more 
information etc. It was good that teachers and parents both knew the time limit so it was 
easier to stick to it. 

• Quick and easy. You can do it from home. It doesn't delay parents or myself 
• Quick and efficient as there was a clear time schedule as parents had to get to the next 

meeting. If the student wanted to be present they could be (depending on what time the 
meeting was at). Platform was very easy to use and the parents that attended were available 
and ready when the call was made. 

• Concise, efficient meetings 
• Efficient and student centred...totally focused on teaching and learning. Wonderful to 

address students directly 
• Very time efficient. No lengthy queuing at neighbouring stations while others are free for 

long periods. Parents could opt to include/consult their son on an issue if required. 
• Meetings were concise, private, punctual and more productive( because student was 

present). Comfortable surroundings. 
• It was streamlined and it was an efficient use of time. More privacy than traditional format. 

No unnecessary crowds and no delays. 
• Clear schedule, you know when you're finished. 5 minutes allows you to get straight to the 

point. More efficient. 
• Timed meetings with parents. 
• It was very efficient and ensured you focused on key points of information 
• Very efficient 
• Specific 5 minutes. No waffle time , factual Concise. 
• The short timeframe promoted a more concise approach. You also knew which parents were 

going to attend the meeting so there was less time wasted 
• Very efficient format. I like how I knew which parent I would be speaking to next/in what 

order. 
• I felt it was more efficient. It was much more confidential for the parent and student More 

comfortable to be able to sit in private and hold this meeting than in the hall I knew who 
was in attendance and was able to see everyone 

• Ease of use. Ability to carry out from home. Convenience for parents. Presence of students 
in meeting. Knowing who is coming to see you. Not waiting around for people to show up 
that never do. 

• No unnecessary lengthy conversations, very efficient. 
• Meeting was concise and to the point. 
• Short time, said what needed to be said and no waiting around for parents to show up. 
• By each parent having time slot, you knew which student/parent you were going to be 

speaking with next and therefore was able to prepare your notes/results/information on 
them, which saved time in the meeting itself 

• Efficient, no queues 
• Ran very smoothly. Adequate time to discuss any matters that arose. 

 

 

 



Please identify what you disliked about this format. 

• Not meeting face to face Some parents not available especially earlier in the eve. Some kids 
seemed to have not accessed teams in quite a while One or two parents and their kids might not 
understand how to arrange the meetings. 

• Having time to conduct the meeting from home would have been a positive personally. 
• 5 mins too short for some parents who wanted to further discuss something. 
• I honestly really like it 
• Some parents had difficulty answering the calls. 
• I did not dislike anything about this format as I only had 11 appointments, however, I can see for 

teachers who were fully booked how intense it would be to have a parent every five minutes. A 
break in between might be an option for a small break. 

• looking at myself 
• It felt very rushed and not personal and you were trying to rush through data, especially when 

you have the same student for 2 subjects. Not much time for parents to ask questions. 
• Lack of time to deal with Pastoral care issues. If a meeting ran over by a min or two it had an 

impact on all meetings so maybe a break needed between meetings for a teacher with a full 
schedule. Maybe toilet breaks etc for some teachers. 

• Would like to meet parent face to face 
• A couple of parents didn't answer but they rang back within a few minutes. This was fine as I 

only had 6 parents and my appointments were spaced out but I imagine it would be fairly 
intense if you are going from call to call and some are delayed etc. 4 parents had camera on and 
2 didn't. One student was in view but was tapping a ball in background and wasn't actually 
sitting with the parent. For the others students weren't in view so I wasn't sure if they were 

• Can't show parents their physical work 
• I found that I was watching the clock when a number of meetings were in a row as I didn't want 

to run into another parents time slot. I also found that if you had back to back appointments this 
did not allow for technical difficulties/glitches. 

• Parents of SEN students unable to just link in with coordinators 
• Nothing 
• When you have a full schedule, staring at a screen and rushing through 5 minutes can be quite 

draining. I'd prefer to add on 10 minutes to the end and have a break after 60 or 80 minutes for 
10 minutes to allow a break from the screen and a chance to go to the toilet. 

• Not being able to make eye contact with all parents/students during the conversation. 
• It was very impersonal and at times rushed if you had a lot to discuss 
• Probably not as beneficial 
• Maybe delay the meeting till 4.30 so more teachers could do it from home 
• There was no time between calls so having several in a row was quite intense. 
• Two parents did not have their cameras on which I didn't like.  
• Nothing 
• Some parents not attending, might not get to speak to all of them if you have a large group. 

Breaks needed after every couple of parents spoken with. 
• I didn’t get to see all parents. I had no break for the full duration so a 5 minute scheduled slot in 

teacher schedule could be an idea. 
• Can be difficult if there is a delay answering or if parents have questions. 



• As the emphasis was put on me to keep the time, I felt a little under pressure to make sure I 
didn't get delayed with any parent/guardian, and sometimes felt like I was cutting off a parent 
somewhat abruptly. 

• Very difficult to hear parents and students. I probably need to use headphones as there was an 
echo in the classroom 

• Parents not turning on their cameras. Better meeting when face to face. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Why is this your preferred month 

• Better chance to get to know the students and to have more opportunity to assess their 
progress. 

• In English, my class has only been finalised since last week as they move from Higher Level, 
otherwise I had plenty to work from regarding my original class and the timing was suitable. 

• After some assessments and before Christmas assessments 
• Let’s them know what the next 2 years entails. 
• Bit more time to see their progress. 
• 6 weeks is a very short period of time to monitor student's progress.  
• Christmas tests results would be gathered 
• More data gathered on students' ability. 
• Just gives a little more time to assess how well they are doing. 
• Students have settled back in to school life and an opportunity to cover more content/exams 

While I do think 5th year ptm should be early in the year, I think 2nd week if October is a little 
too early. Need a bit more time to give a few more tests and for copies to be corrected a bit 
more. 

• Around half way through the year. 
• I feel that students are only getting to grips with Senior Cycle in the first term and they need 

time to adjust. After Christmas you will have plenty of data with regard to class and Christmas 
assessments and attendance. Before Christmas would also be suitable to encourage the students 
coming up to the Christmas exams. I feel you need time as a teacher to get to know new 
students you haven't taught and their abilities. 

• October 
• Far Too early for 5th years... 
• More assessment data available later in the year to draw an informed analysis of student 

progress from. Levels are still being defined for Ordinary and Higher level classes. 
• Sufficient time to get to know student. Good time to lay down markers for year. 



• It is early enough to intervene if the student is not engaged and late enough to give them an 
opportunity to settle in to a rhythm of study. 

• Clearer indication of where student is at following Christmas exam. I've never had my current 
5th year group for Maths before so I felt it was a short period of time to gauge their maths 
ability, particularly when they didn't do a proper Junior Cert and those who came directly from 
3rd year didn't have JC results yet. 

• I would know more about my students and their abilities further into fifth year. 
• They will have completed more assignments and most likely sat more than one assessment. 

Movement between subjects will hopefully not be occuring at this time also- I had some 
students who had just joined my class in the last two weeks so I had very little to discuss. 

• You will know all of your students better 
• Would have more data and knowledge of the students 
• Students would have sat a formal exam by this time. It would also give the teacher more time to 

get to know students who they may not have previously taught. 
• Enough time to get to know the boys in the first 5 weeks of term, however early enough to 

speak with parents on how their son has settled into senior cycle. 
• feel it was very early as I have only gotten to know the students. It might be better if they have 

completed their Christmas exams 
• Especially in a brand new subject like computer science that has no junior cycle feed in it is very 

hard to gauge how a student is doing and their aptitude for the subject in 6 weeks. 
• More time to assess their progress. We have only taught this current group for 5/6 weeks. 
• You may not know students very well in early October. They haven’t completed many 

assessments. In November, they will have more data completed and I think it’s still early enough 
if students have started out fifth year poorly. 

• More time to get to know students. It's very early in the year, regarding technology and project 
work. 

• At this point in the year, you will have gotten to know your students a lot more, their ability, 
how they learn etc and will have gathered more information regarding test results, homework. 
They will also have had a Christmas test where multiple topics can be assessed and therefore 
have a better idea how they would perform in an actual exam in terms of timing, knowledge of 
the papers, ability to recall more than one topic etc. 

• More time to get to know students ability in Maths. 
• Early October just a little too soon. 

Any other comments 

• Wifi was any issue for 1 student not able attend the meeting. 
• Well done on organising event. Very easy to use 
• Well done on organisation of PT meeting. 
• The schedule of appointments was very beneficial to have. If we do revert back to in person 

PTM I can see scope for something similar there to inform teachers of who is coming and 
when you will meet them so you can be best prepared. 

• Thanks to everyone involved in setting up. 
• Thank you very much to Hugh for his fantastic guidance regarding the online parent teacher 

meeting format. 
• Thank you 
• Successful event 
• Overall the new format was a very positive experience for teacher, parent and student 



• Online meeting ran very smoothly. Prebooked slots definitely a positive. I would imagine a 
lot more convenient for parents and participation levels on their end would likely improve as 
they see how smoothly it runs. Only negative.... Sometimes in face to face meetings parents 
will discuss particular personal difficulties their son might have and concerns they have 
about their son. Not sure if parents would be as comfortable doing the same when online?? 

• No parking issues, no queues for teachers. Both parents and teachers in better form! No 
draughts in hall. 

• No everything went well. 
• It might be worth letting parents of other years know that the majority of 5th Years 

attended with their parents. This might encourage take up in other years. Thanks for the 
effort involved 

• It avoids parents queueing for ages. 
• If the online format was to continue, a break for the teacher should be allocated into the 

timeframe (even to use the bathroom/ get a drink of water) 
• If continuing with online meetings, a 10 min break after an hour would be welcomed 
• Ideal format 
• I would prefer to see 6th Year PTM at this time of year (October). Early feeback for them and 

their parents is crucial. 
• I feel a 10 minute break would be very helpful in the middle of the PT meetings. Talking to a 

screen continuously for 2 hours can be quite draining. Good to get a break for a chance to go 
to the toilet and get away from the screen. Even if the 10 minutes had to be added on at the 
end I'd still prefer it than going straight through. 

• I asked every parent how they were finding the online PTM experience and very few 
(because, I imagine, Covid/lockdown has familiarised and necessitated people using IT) felt 
overwhelmed by the task of operating the Teams system. Those who did were the ones who 
kept the son on hand for the meeting. A screen sharing option would be useful (perhaps this 
is available, but I couldn’t find it and didn’t want to trial anything else as we trialled our first 
ptm online). As 5th year English HL conversations very often revolve around explaining the 
breath of the course and curriculum a visual doc would be a useful tool to illustrate this. 

• Great planning, nice to try out a new format and thanks to Hugh. 
• Good experience. Just wonder what the department sanction. Maybe a move back to face to 

face. 
• Disappointed that there was no tea or coffee provided as this has been the normal 

procedure to date. 
• All of my parents turned up but there was no 0 option Q7 so I just submitted that 1 didn't. 
• A great trial and could be very successful if opted for going forward. 


