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Dear Parent/Guardian,

It has been brought to our attention today that First-Year class groups have set up class
based ‘Snapchat’ groups.

This social media tool is very popular with teenagers but is not a forum that the school has
any control over. It is the responsibility of parents to monitor, and children to use,
appropriately. Our means of communication for all things educational and extra-curricular
in the College is Microsoft Teams. You will find plenty of useful information at the following
link about Snapchat.

https:/ /www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-snapchat

It has been brought to my attention that inappropriate images and photographs of students
or teachers may have been shared across this forum in some first-year classes ‘Snapchat’
groups. Your son may be a member of this group and it is now important that you:

1. talk with your son about his use of the forum.

2. check the content he has shared or may have received.

3. consider asking your son to leave such groups or the Snapchat App itself. — see the
link above for advice around concerns regarding Snapchat use.

If your son is found to be in possession of inappropriate material in the college, or shares
such images, our Code of Behaviour sets out a sanction of potential ‘Suspension pending a
Board of Management meeting’ which falls under ‘Gross misbehaviour’. This is not a route
we would wish to follow, or any student/parent to go down. I will be speaking with your
son’s class group later today regarding the seriousness of accessing and/or sharing such
material and tutors will also revisit the topic with each class group.

We have, only earlier this week, arranged for the local Gardai to speak with each class
group after Christmas regarding social media use and the issue of consent. This will again
highlight to your son the personal responsibility incumbent on him when using various
social media platforms.

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any queries or observations regarding
this or any other issue.

ou for your support on this matter.

MarKk O'Brie
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