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EU in 2046: Areas of concern and methodology-
To create realistic expectations about the progress of the EU in the next 25 years, we 

must first reflect on its past achievements and development, in the different sectors. Our 

presentation will follow this format throughout to ensure all information is essential and 

appropriate to the future of Europe.

➢Climate change and the environment

➢ Current and potential EU member 

states

➢Healthcare

➢Law and security

➢International cooperation

➢Youth, sport and culture

➢Technology

➢Population, migration and 

employment

➢European democracy and 

elections

➢Education

➢Ireland's role in the EU

➢Social justice and rights

➢Isolated concerns



EU member states

The EU currently has 27 member states:

Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Republic of Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain and Sweden.



EU Member States
Potential New Members:
Albania, the Republic of North Macedonia, 

Montenegro, Serbia and Turkey are all candidate 

countries and have all started accession 

negotiations. Bosnia and Herzegovina has 

submitted a formal application for membership, 

Kosovo hope to do the same  (they aren't 

recognized as an independent state by 5 of the 

states so they cannot as of right now) .

Montenegro and Serbia are the most advanced 

states in their applications whereas Turkey and 

North Macedonia effectively at a standstill.

We would like to see the above countries member 

of the EU by 2046.

Suitability and prerequisites:

The EU has many conditions and prerequisites 

currently in place, to name a few

❑Complying with EU standards and law

❑Stable institutions guaranteeing democracy

❑Human rights and protection of minorities , must 

meet EU standard.

Proposed prerequisites, introduced by 2046:

❑Joining the EU for domestic benefit only should 

be largely discouraged. New EU member states 

need to have the ability to become a strong 

economy with EU support and show evidence 

that they can reach EU policies.

❑Countries in Europe that would be beneficial 

to the EU such as Iceland, Norwayand 

Switzerland, need to be encouraged to 

join, through promises of grants and outlining the 

many financial and social advantages of EU 

membership.



EU and Climate Change

Over the last two decades climate change has become one 

of, if not the largest concern to every country in the EU and 
the world, but the EU have taken action and have 
implemented many laws to try and tackle this growing issue. 

Many different types of legislation have been put in place to 
improve Europe's carbon footprint such as laws on:

• Ambient air quality and cleaner air for Europe (2008)

• Industrial emissions (2010)

• National emission ceiling for certain atmospheric 
pollutants (2001)

• Restriction of using certain hazardous substances in 
electrical and electronic equipment (2011)

We have come a long way since those policies 

were made and now the next generation of 
Europeans can hope for a brighter and greener 
future thanks to the COP26 meeting in Glasgow. 

This new set of restrictions on pollution and 
exploitation of fossil fuels means, that if these goals 

are met, we can utilize our planet and its resources 
in a safe and sustainable way, going into the next 
25 years and beyond.

Necessary changes and further funding projects:

• Adapt to protect communities and natural 

habitats

• Speed up the switch to hydrogen as a fuel and 

encourage the agricultural sector to produce 
rapeseed as an alternative fuel.

• Accelerate the phasing out of coal

• Developed countries must uphold their 
promises

• Protect and restore vulnerable ecosystems

• Clothes and shoes are being produced and 

disposed of at an alarming rate, this must be 
addressed

What's been done Hopes for 2046:



Climate: Renewable Energy
With so many new restrictions on the use of fossil fuels we 
need to find use renewable source of energy to have any 
chance of meeting the COP26 goals. By 2046, I hope that 
renewable energy sources are the main resources 
utilized by humanity.

By 2046 Ireland should have the facilities to 
produce vast amount of electricity from wind power alone. 
We may not have the mutual ability to produce solar 
power to the extent of other European countries with 
warmer climates, but each individual country in the EU 
should have the technological ability to setup power plants 
to suit their environment to produce green energy as 
efficiently as possible . 

We can learn from the following:

➢Solar eg. Moroccan Solar Farm

➢Hydroelectric energy

➢Geothermal eg. Iceland

➢Wind eg. offshore wind farms

➢Biomass

https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrJETcKT6Fh2RYA5VMM34lQ;_ylu=Y29sbwNpcjIEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Ny/RV=2/RE=1637990282/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fwww.weforum.org%2fagenda%2f2018%2f05%2fmorocco-is-building-a-solar-farm-as-big-as-paris-in-the-sahara-desert%2f/RK=2/RS=tMkYLBeaTEglrBT07yuWVYjocKQ-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0AzaJ6OzB0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hRA3Fmgr6s


Protecting Our Oceans
One of the easiest ways to dispose of 
unwanted waste is to dump it into the ocean. 
However, this is not sustainable, not only are 
we polluting the ocean, but we are 
also endangering marine life. Many species 
have become extinct due to water pollution, 
which is simply not acceptable.

• The discharge of raw sewage is another 
massive polluter. In Ireland alone there are 
12 large cities and towns that don't meet 
wastewater treatment standards. The 
volume of raw sewage being discharged a 
day equates to about 4 Olympic sized 
swimming pools.

• More than 150 million tonnes of plastic exist 
in the Ocean today.

• An estimated 8-12.7 million tonnes enters 
the oceans each year, globally.

Irish Water have pledged to invest 
€500m into upgrading and building new 
water treatment plants.

• The EU have introduced a number of 
strategies to protect marine life.

• Almost 500 environment projects 
worth €2.1B in the Atlantic, aimed at 
pollution control and monitoring 
of marine life.

Hopes for 2046:

• Fines of appropriate amount for river 
or sea pollution by companies. This 
includes waste material, sewage and 
plastic. The EPA in each country 
should impose strict rules and 
monitoring, greater than currently 
imposed and should follow through 
on them.

• Marine protected areas(areas where 
no dumping of waste or plastic and 
trawling is allowed) need to be 
increased in size.

Habitat 
degradation

Human 
exposure to 

chemicals

1 million 
tonnes of 

plastic waste 
equates to one 
million car CO2 

emissions.

Key problems with ocean 

pollution:



Fast Fashion
The fashion industry is huge and essential to our daily lives; however, it has become detrimental to not only 

our environment but also impeding on human rights. One in six people work in the global fashion industry 

most of whom being women working in third world countries for less than €3 per day. The idea that our 

clothes have become disposable commodities is disgraceful, we must buy our clothes from reliable and fair-

trade sources in order to avoid contributing towards fast fashion.

What is fast fashion?

Fast fashion is inexpensive clothing 

produced rapidly by mass retailers in 

response to the latest trends

Why is it important to stop:

• The fashion industry is the world’s second largest 
polluter behind the oil industry, producing over 10% of 
the world’s emissions.

• Generates 20% of water waste

• Only 10% of clothes given to charities are sold

• Roughly 95% of the clothes we buy are made 
overseas in a fast fashion factory

What can be done?

We would like to see policies introduced in order 

to reduce the amount of clothes being purchased 

that were produced by fast fashion methods such 

as:

• Increased taxes on customs on fashion 
products to raise the price and discourage the 
purchasing of such items

• Consumers take responsibility and purchase 
clothes from sustainable retailers.

• Raise awareness to the issue by exposing 
businesses on social media, to improve public 
relations of responsible and 
compliant businesses or to dampen public 
images of those who don’t comply

A brief that explains fast 

fashion excellently in under 

5 minutes.



What has been done:

❖Managing the sudden Covid-19 pandemic, 

ensuring PPE and Covid-19 vaccines 

were adequately distributed to reach each 

EU member country's needs.

❖€839.7m for the EU4Health programme to 

support the EU Health Union and to deliver a 

suitable response to the health needs of 

European citizens.(announced in 2022 budget), 

there was €5.1B allocated in 2021.

❖€8.3B available funding for health research and 

innovation.

❖The EU also award many research teams and 

health initiatives annually, 

encouraging progress.

❖Devised a plan going forward going into the 

future to better manage potential Health crisis.

What we like would like to see achieved by 
2046;

❖A comprehensive pandemic/ global health crisis 

management plan to never have a repeat of the 

uncoordinated and precipitous Covid-19 

pandemic response.

❖Stronger health systems of commensurate 

standard throughout the EU member states.

❖The promotion of healthy lifestyles through 

education and legislation.

❖ Increased funding to combat prevalent diseases 

such as cancer, dementia etc.

❖Better mental health strategies and increase in 

funding.

European Health

.



Health: Crisis management
Health crisis management refers to a coordinated 

and effective operational action plan that is 

implemented in case of imposed threats on civilian's 

health and health systems.

Covid learning curves:

• Broadband is a necessity not a luxury

• Everyone is not treated equally especially in a 

pandemic

• Prior planning is essential for successful

management

• The government play only a small role in 

protecting public health and it is predominantly 

up to the general population to take responsibility

Crisis 
Prevention

Crisis 
response

Crisis 
Recovery

Ideally a comprehensive 
and informed plan would 
be established for each.

Hopes for the future (2046):

• Broadband of acceptable quality, supplied to all 
people, urban and rural

• Young people are educated about the covid-19 
pandemic and their voice is heard in all 
decisions that affect their wellbeing and future

• Planning of considerable extent NOW to 
prepare for any potential health crisis

• EU member states with inadequate facilities are 
granted financial resources to 
improve infrastructure ie. hospitals, employ 
more staff etc



Promoting Healthy lifestyles
Encouraging society to adopt healthier lifestyles 
through a balanced diet and more physical activity is 
a becoming an increasingly difficult challenge, 
considering the growth in the entertainment industry 
and the unavoidable fact that people simply can't 
make time. Mental Health issues are also on the 
rise, especially since the isolation caused by the 
Covid-19 lockdown. However, these issues can be 
solved with education, legislation and the funding of 
group initiatives.

Hopes for 2046-

• Young people are educated at an early age 
about diet and healthy eating, ideally free 
healthy lunches would be provided in all 
schools to promote balanced diets.

• Wholesale ban on cigarettes and vapes, 
across the EU states.

• Mental Health support groups that 
actively engage within the community ie. 
School talks

• Mental Health paid holidays from work in 
both private and public sector.

• All people terminally dying given the right to 
end their life by euthanasia in all EU member 
states, to avoid suffering of the diseased 
person and their friends and family.

• Large MNC's that provide fast-food with 
preservatives and high-fat content are 
regulated more heavily and highly taxed to 
discourage the sale of such foods.

This video clearly 

depicts the importance 

of education to teach 

people to take 

responsibility of 

themselves.



Health: Healthcare systems
The European Union have set in place good 

management systems and policies to ensure proper 

healthcare is provided throughout the EU member 

states. However, healthcare services are not of 

proportionate standard throughout the EU members 

which is emphasised by the following:

• Germany's health expenditure was 12.5% of its 

national budget in 2020 compared to Liechtenstein 

which was only 5.5% in comparison.

• Greece has 6.1 doctors per 1000 population 

compared to Estonia which has 3.8 per 1000 

population. (OECD 2016).

• Germany has 8 beds per 1000 population compared 

to Ireland which has 2.3 beds per 1000 population.

These starkly contrasting statistics highlight the extent 

of the unequal healthcare services throughout EU 

member states.

Hopes for (2046):

➢ Bridge the gap between EU member states by 

proportionately distributing grants for healthcare 

infrastructure and encouraging medical 

professionals to emigrate to countries with low 

healthcare staff through initiatives such as small 

grants and/or ensuring an easy movement 

between countries, within the EU.

➢ Private healthcare should not be provided in 

public hospitals or be funded by the government.

If this is achieved, it will inevitably result in 

dramatically reduced waiting lists, hospital 

admission time and in turn, provide improved 

healthcare service for all.



Education

The EU considers the advancement of education 

and training to be of profound importance. The 

access to education is a catalyst for economic 

growth, social cohesion and dramatic increase 

in citizen's prospects for personal development. 

Within the EU, education is organised and put in 

place by the member states. The EU supports 

member states through policy cooperation and 

funding instruments. These include Erasmus+ 

programme and the European structural and 

investment funds. All of these support groups help 

member states to setup proper facilities ensuring all 

children in the EU can have the same opportunities 

in a safe environment.

What has been done What must be done by 2046

The EU has already invested so much into the 

improvement of our education system, but below are 

a few more adjustments we would like to see across 

the EU by 2046:

• Free secondary and third level education across

for all EU members

• Accommodation price caps for universities and 

Institutes of Technology, as they are not currently 

affordable

• Encourage more mixed schools to be built as it 

can enhance learning for both genders, as well 

as the introduction of more non-

dominational schools

• All students should have an option of either e-

books or actual paper books



Education: Accommodation

• For many students here in Ireland prices of 

tuition isn't usually the problem but being able to 

afford accommodation in appropriate proximity to 

attend the University has become unaffordable, 

for many people. In Dublin, the average cost of 

living there for one academic year is 

approximately €14,000. This is simply putting too 

much financial pressure on students and their 

parents and as accommodation becomes 

scarce, rent prices increase and students are 

forced to commute for longer periods to college.

• Therefore by 2046, we hope the EU would 

advise governments across Europe to apply a 

limit to the amount a tenant must pay monthly to 

live within the city or on university campus. This 

would give each student a fairer chance to 

attend third level Education, regardless of 

financial background; which when choosing a 

university should bear no impact.



Education: Improving Education

Countries within the EU have witnessed 
unbelievable progress of their education systems 
due to the financial support allocated to them by 
the EU. There are some fantastic figures to 
prove the great work being done such as:

• 1/3 of Europeans aged 30-34 have a tertiary 
degree

• 82% of people aged 20-24 have completed 
upper secondary education

Tertiary Degree- Is the educational level 
following the completion of secondary education

Upper secondary education- is the completion 
of the last 3 years of secondary school

Here are some policies we would like to see 
implemented into the education system:

• Allow trades to be studied and encouraged as 
a subject within school at an early age eg.
Mechanics

• Address any overcrowding issues within the 
classroom.(class numbers with teacher to 
student ratio no greater than 1:22)

• Raise the standards for teacher qualifications 
and constant inspection and appraisals of 
quality of teaching, based on results and 
cooperation.

• Make funding schools proportionate, based 
on the socio-economics of the area.

• The main priority in each EU state should be 
to give every student a fair chance, 
regardless of financial background.



Technology

Technology can be used to improve practically 

everything and our hopes for 2046 reflect 

these topics-

▪ Improved business productivity

▪ Improved education

▪ Health improvement

▪ Cybersecurity

Technology is evolving rapidly. Artificial intelligence, 

geotargeting, automation and other advancements 

in information technology set the stage for more 

technological evolution. It is important that the EU 

keeps up with technological advancement and 
remain an international leader in technology.

The European commission has developed 

a number of projects that monitor the development 
of advanced technologies in industry or provide 

other support to small and medium-sized 

enterprises (SMEs).

There has been considerable funding and support 
of technological advancement, specifically in 

robotics, 3D printing, AI, internet and 

manufacturing.



International trade and communication:

Reduce 
carbon 

emissions

Fair 
competition

EU trade

Many MNC's and small 

businesses have gone 

completely digital. 

By 2046, all EU member 

states should only use 
online invoices, receipts 

etc

Entrepreneurship 

needs to be promoted 

on all scales. The 

current situation only 

suits MNC's and not 
smaller businesses. 

We would like to see 

new measures 

brought in to support 

small businesses and 
encourage 

entrepreneurship

Technology allows us to communicate with anyone, 

anywhere in the world. This reduces the need for 

transport and reduces carbon emissions. And so, 

we hope by 2046 there will be no meetings held in 

person and business meetings are all held online.



Cybersecurity
• Malware- malicious software designed to gain access to a 

device or damage it, unbeknownst to the owner. 
Approximately, 71% of companies and organisations fall 
prey to malware.

• Web-based attacks-Various techniques to redirect web 
browsers to malicious websites

• Phishing- the fraudulent attempt to acquire confidential 
data such as login details, credit card information etc, by 
disguising itself as a reputable source/website. A 667% 
increase in phishing in the first month of the Covid-19 
pandemic alone.

• Web application attacks- using of vulnerable servers and 
mobile apps with malicious inputs to obtain confidential 
information without being detected. On average, 20% of 
companies and organisations report daily attacks on their 
applications.

• Spam- sending unsolicited messages ie. Emails . 
Approximately 66% of  cyber threats during the first year of 
the Covid-19 pandemic were by spam email.

How the 
Eu combat 

Cyber 
crime

Fighting cyber 
crime

Funding 
research

Strengthening 
cyber defence

• As more businesses, organizations, schools etc begin to move 
online it is now more important than ever to invest in cyber 
security. Cyber security can be achieved by:

• Funding of large sums to ensure browsers and applications are 
safe and private places to store data

• People are informed and trained in cyber security, to ensure 
their data is protected by VPNs, malware defence

• If these are achieved by 2046, we will see a dramatic decrease 
in the quantity of cyberattacks and the internet will be a safer 
place for all.



Social Justice & Rights 
The EU has already done so much with regards 

to basic human rights, such as the EU Charter of 

Fundamental Rights, and we would like to see 

them do even more.

• The Charter was declared in 2000 but came 

into force in December 2009.

• The Charter is divided into 6 chapters each 

containing articles with 50 articles in 

total each article corresponding to one of the 

basic human rights

• The 6 chapters are as follows, Dignity, 

Freedom, Equality, Solidarity, Citizen's Rights 

& Justice

Hopes for 2046:

• Every individual taking responsibility for their 

actions in reducing homophobia and racism and 

sexism.

• Introduce measures with harsher terms than what 

already exists to discourage any form 

of discrimination in the workplace, social settings 

and the entirety of society.

• The elderly population need to be respected and 

the utilitarian attitude throughout Europe needs to 

be eradicated. By means of better nursing homes 

ie. more monitoring and inspections. There should 

be more support for single or widowed people in 

elderly age ie. increased pension and free visits by 

nurse professionals and basic support such as 

housework, meeting initiatives in communal 

grounds eg. Yoga, swimming, bingo available to all 

over retirement age. (For free for some conditional 

on savings)



Responsibility:
•We cannot rely on the politicians to do everything in relation to 
reducing discrimination, in fact if we want things to make 
changes, we, as a society must each take responsibility.

•We believe that every person on this planet deserves to not feel 
uncomfortable in their own skin or to feel uncomfortable with the 
choices they make in life.

•Discrimination is not tolerable and needs to be eradicated, 
whether its racism, homophobia or sectarianism.

•When we spot discrimination happening, we must not just stand 
by and watch and it is vital that we do not partake in 
discrimination either, what you perceive as a joke could be very 
hurtful to someone else.

Hopes for the next 25 years:

•We would like to see the EU introduce a worthy punishment for 
those who repeatedly discriminate against a person or group.

•Education in schools on relevant topics to create a comfortable 
environmental familiarity of the topic, amongst young children, 
which will follow through as they get older.

•Psychologists and sociologists must implement their ideas and 
comprehensions into the education system. An example of 
sociology in young children and making them aware of issues on 
their scale and comprehension is the "blue eyes, brown eyes"
social project conducted in 1968 by Jane Elliott, on a third grade 
class in America.

https://exploringyourmind.com/blue-eyes-and-brown-eyes-the-jane-elliott-experiment/


By the year 2046 we would like to see 

absolutely no discrimination of any kind within 

the EU, although this may not be achievable as 

it is not possible to control the actions of others, 

we would still like to see punishments 

introduced to discourage discrimination.

• We'd like to see the punishments range from 

small fines to prison time for repeat 

offenders.

• People should be made aware of the effect 

discrimination can have, lack of knowledge 

on the subject is not an excuse for such 

behavior.

• The topic of discrimination should be 

introduced into schools, during S.P.H.E. 

classes, and discussed alot to create an 

open environment .

Rights for the 

Elderly

Discouraging 

Discrimination

We would like to see facilities for the elderly 

improved drastically. Nursing homes are seen as a 

nightmare for most people, it should not be this way, 

nursing homes should match or improve the 

standard of living of the individual who is moving into 

the nursing home.

Free classes in yoga or any physical activity as it is 

important to keep them active during their day.

Activities such as bingo should be encouraged to 

keep them social. Sadly, in Ireland most of the bingo 

organizations closed during the original covid 

lockdown and have yet to reopen, this has taken a 

huge toll on a lot of the elderly population, we would 

like to see them reopened as soon as possible



Law and security
Laws and legislation are set in place to protect all EU 

citizens and all people who legally migrate to Europe, who 
are not citizens yet.

This process involves tackling terrorism, violent gangs and 
all other isolated threats to EU citizens.

The (EPF) European Peace Facility has received 

considerable funding of €5B for the period of 2021-2027. 
The (EPF) will finance external actions having military or 
defence implications and allow the EU to assist 

internationally in peace keeping operations. Hence, 
preventing potential conflicts, preserve peace and 

strengthen international relation's stability. The (EPF) will 
operate through missions and aid other countries by of 
supplying military/defence related equipment and 

infrastructure and technical support.

While terrorist attacks, gang activity and isolated violent 

acts have greatly reduced, more still needs to be done.

• There were total of 57 terrorist attacks in 2020.

• 10 of which were completed by Jihadi terrorists within

Austria, France and Germany and a total of 21 people 
were killed in terrorist attacks in 2020.

• 12 of whom were killed by Jihadi terrorists.

There is no simple method to increase the security of 
European citizens. Terrorist group members live among 

us, as well as others with malicious intent. Some hopes 
by 2046 include:

• Terrorist groups and gangs such as Al-Qaida and the 
Taliban are not to be co-operated with or 

tolerated and need to be dismantled by means 
of indefinite detention.

• Rapid response system set in place to reduce deaths 
and injury to innocent civilians.

• Many young men in countries such as Afghanistan 

feel forced to join terrorist group and carry out work for 
them. These men need to be given ample 

opportunities such as education and a home. This 
would in turn increase their quality of life and we 
believe in doing so would reduce their need to join 

gangs or terrorist groups. An example where this was 
done excellently is Kenco coffee brand.

European 

countries most 

likely to suffer a 

terrorist attack

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvbxCMVt5Og


International cooperation
International cooperation refers to countries working 
with one another to achieve a common objective. The 
EU and it's members could and can benefit massively 
in areas such as production, commerce, research and 
many more through such interaction.

The EU institutions and countries are the world's 
leading donor of development assistance cooperation. 
The EU proposes legislation and policies to promote 
good governance and human and economic 
development.

The EU have already directly contributed to a lot 
outside the EU:

▪ They have trained 613,000 teachers 
and 21,087,000 students are now enrolled in 
secondary education.

▪ 46,572,000 hectares of protected areas being 
managed

▪ 138,000 human right defenders outside the EU 
received direct funding

▪ The EU institutions and EU member states have 
combined contributed €92.3B towards development 
assistance

(OECD) 2017

These points emphasise the progress of the EU 
through international cooperation and conveys the 
sheer necessity of it.

We believe international cooperation is the way 
forward. All issues, no matter the size, can be solved if 
all countries work together, and so the EU' s 
involvement is imperative in achieving this as the EU 
contains 10 of the 15 richest countries in the world 
based on GDP and the EU's combined GDP is 
approximately $15 trillion (2016), representing 1/6 of 
the global economy.

Hopes for 2046-

These can be broken down by the 5p's set out by the 
EU:



Partnership and People

While the EU has a lot to do in relation to its 
members states, it also needs to continue 
playing a crucial role in the development of 
external countries.

The EU is not inherently responsible for 
external countries, but it has the financial and 
human aid resources necessary to do so.

What we like to see by 2046:

The EU needs to cooperate with 
its affiliated organisations to reduce the 
following

▪ 14.9% of children worldwide are critically 
malnourished; would like to see this 
percentage at or lower than 5% by 2046

▪ 2.37B people worldwide do not have access 
to a balanced diet and are malnourished; 
would like to see under 5M by 2046.

Its unbelievable that even in modern day over 
¼ of people are malnourished. This problem 
needs to be seriously addressed, urgently.

The EU is affiliated with many international 
organisations, these include but are not limited 
to the United Nations, World Health 
organisation, NATO, OECD, IMF which cover a 
wide variety of topics.

Hopes going forward into the next 25 years 
include:

▪ The EU needs to increase its powers in 
such organisations as to express its positive 
influence on the world, this can be achieved 
by having more representation from EU 
states in affiliated organisations.

▪ We would also like to see the EU having 
more transparency with its agreements and 
there should be no private or confidential 
meetings or documents on a national scale 
within EU member states.

Note: planet and peace 
were discussed previously



European democracy
Democracy is a system or government, in which the 

population have the authority to deliberate and 

decide legislation or to choose governing officials to 

do so.

All 27 EU member states are democracies, and the 

EU representatives of each nation is also appointed 

by means of election.

The democratic ideal has been the very foundations 

of the EU since its founding in 1993, carried on from 

its predecessor the European Economic Community 

established in 1957.

The EU passed an act which imposes measures of 

electoral integrity, media freedom and pluralism and 

disinformation.

What must be achieved by 2046:

▪ The average percentage of eligible people 
that vote is only 51.1% throughout all the EU 
member states. This means only half the population 
of Europe decide to have a say in who represents 
them regionally, nationally and internationally. By 
2046, we would like to see this figure increased to 
80%, by means of education of importance of your 
vote, in schools.

▪ There should be an easily accessible platform for 
citizens and businesses to share their views on 
existing and potential EU laws and policies.

▪ Voting systems for elections should move online 
gradually and be fully online by 2046. The idea 
should be first introduced by having an option of 
both voting in person and online.

▪ An operational mechanism should be set in place 
to protect election infrastructure against threats, 
including election vote manipulation and cyber 
attack



Population and Migration

• In recent times migration has been one of 
the world's largest growing concern, with 
thousands of people fleeing from their 
homes in the Middle-East each day, trying 
to gain access to Europe. The EU have had 
to act quickly to establish a way of 
protecting these people as well as giving 
them homes across Europe.

The EU have adopted various sets of rules 
and framework to manage legal flows with 
regards to:

• Asylum seekers

• Highly skilled workers

• Family reunification

• Students and researchers

• With Europe's population on the decline as 
a result of our birth rates dropping it is vital 
for the EU to keep a close eye on our 
labour force and not to let gaps open up in 
different age gaps. Below are some 
problems that we hope will be resolved by 
2046:

• Birth rate must rise from 1.53 to try and 
balance the dependents and labour force.

• Allow a steady flow of migrants into the EU 
to solve the population decline issue

• Drastically reduce time spent in direct 
provision as the migrants in these sites 
cannot live a proper life and we must find 
an alternative solution, that respects human 
rights.

What has been done What must be done by 2046



Population and migration: Border Management

• With tension in the Middle-East rising and more refugees fleeing 
their home countries each day because of war and political 
persecution. It is vital that state co-operation is at its finest.

• One main issue at the moment, is the refugee crisis in 
Belarus. The EU must work with Belarus and Poland to 
ensure careful migrant management and a safe transfer or 
other potential rejection of entry.

• The EU must take action to help these refugees as the conditions 
in which they are living in are unacceptable and must be dealt with 
immediately. How they manage this dire situation will set the 
premise for future management and it also something we can learn 
from.

Hopes for 2046

• The EU must aim to manage the crossing of the external borders 
efficiently and address migratory challenges. They also must 
clamp down on migrants smuggling in drugs, participating in 
trafficking of human beings and acts of terrorism. These problems 
must all be eliminated by 2046 to have a safe and bright future in 
the EU.

• Each EU member must accept responsibility to assimilate and 
nurture migrants.



Population and Migration: Labour Market
Labour Market refers to the availability of 

employment and labour, in terms of supply and 

demand

• Over recent years our labour force as a continent 

has dropped dramatically, people are no longer 

having large families and the birth rate has 

dropped below the advised 2.1 children per 

women.

• To try and combat this issue various state 

leaders across the EU have taken action 

to curb this developing problem.

• The most notable of these measures being put 

into use would be Angela Merkel of Germany. In 

2015 Germany registered 1,091,894 new 

refugees into the country

• With many EU country's populations on the decline 

work vacancies is becoming a reoccurring issue 

within all the individual states. Prices of construction 

and other economic activities continue to soar here 

in Ireland as there is a shortage of both workers and 

goods. The Work force simply won't be there in the 

future by 2046, unless these issues are resolved to 

ensure our economy grow sustainably.

Problems needing 
acknowledgement

Decline in Trade 
unions

Aging 
Population

Net Migration

Decline in 
manufacturing 

jobs



Sport & Culture
•The preservation of sports and culture is vital in 
every country, Ireland for example has amazing 
culture, from our national language, Gaeilge to 
our national sports, Hurling & Gaelic Football.

•We would like to see measures put in place in 
order to preserve the culture of not only our own 
country but every country within the EU. There are 
currently 24 different languages spoken in the EU 
and we think it should stay that way. Languages 
should be taught in schools; sports should be 
played, and cultural food should be made.

•National culture is what makes a place special, 
without it each country would appear the same.

•Cultural diversity is another element that we would 
like to see more of.

An image showcasing the La Tomatina celebrations that 

are held in Valencia, Spain on the last Wednesday of 

August each year



Cultural preservation

We may not notice but culture plays a huge role in our daily lives with things like eating foods 

from other cultures and playing cultural games like hurling.

What we hope to see

• We would like to see practices from other 

countries introduced into our daily lives.

• We want to see the culture of every country 

preserved to the fullest

• People be encouraged to not only perform 

but share their cultural practices from their 

homeland

• Each nation provide the necessary tools 

needed to preserve not only their culture but 

the culture of their immigrants

• We hope that national landmarks are also 
kept in great condition so that they last for 

centuries more

Make effort 
to preserve 

culture Now

Cultures are 
strengthened 

and last 
longer

In 25 years 
the same 
cultural 

practices 
today are 
practiced



Importance of Cultural Diversity
Everywhere we go nowadays we see people from different walks of life, 
it is important that we respect each other's differences and celebrate 
them.

•Cultural diversity encourages open-mindedness amongst different 
groups of people.

•People from different cultures can give us insights into food, language, 
music, arts & literature, history, religion & more.

•Establishing cultural diversity demands a certain level of commitment, 
which may require adjustments or new measures to be made as people 
tend to mix with people similar to themselves. E.g., young people of 
foreign birth should be encouraged to participate in the GAA.

•Cultural Diversity is important in the workplace, school and in 
everyday life, as no one deserves to feel uncomfortable for who they 
are or where they're from.

By 2046, cultural diversity should be embraced and not limited or 
dismissed. Cultural diversity means a lot more than just the mixing 
of people of different ethnicity, customs or heritage; cultural diversity is 
the interconnection of global society, if encouraged it would guarantee a 
better world for all.



Ireland's Role in the EU

Ireland plays a central role in Europe. We help to 

shape the EU through our input into economic and 

social policies. We use our EU membership to make 

a valuable contribution to world affairs. Our 

participation and willingness to cooperate, exemplify 

the distance Ireland has come in the last 70 years.

It is now more important than ever that Ireland is a 

member of the EU to help combat world problems 

such as climate change, etc

The EU's membership comes with many benefits:

• Easy movement throughout EU member states

• As an Irish graduate, your qualifications are 

recognised by all EU members

• We, as a nation have a stronger voice on the 

world stage and Irelands interests are 

being acknowledged

Ireland understands that an effective EU is essential to for us 

to achieve our goals both at home and abroad. However, as a 

small nation it is sometimes difficult for us to accommodate 

and engage in new EU laws and policies.

Hopes for 2046:

• It is imperative than Ireland reaches its promises in 

relation to climate change and continues to efficiently 

accommodate new laws and policies.

• As Ireland begins to take in more migrants, it is important 

that we preserve our sports, language, heritage and 

culture. It is also important that our population growth is 

monitored to ensure we are capable to cope in relation to 

accommodation, healthcare and employment.

• Ireland has strong connections with America, the EU is 

aware of this and benefits from this strong relationship. It is 

important that Ireland continues to welcome international 

tourists from America and other nations, which can be 

achieved by developing tourism and advertising more 

extensively Ireland's natural beauty, and so increasing the 

value of our role within the EU.



Ireland's ability to reach new policies
As a member of the EU, Ireland is expected to reach all 
policies and introduce appropriate and approved legislation 
where necessary.

However, this is far more easily said than done. Many 
issues need complex solutions and often, large sums of 
money. It is not always feasible to reach all targets. Not 
reaching targets is consequential and is accompanied by 
many problems:

• Based on current shortfalls, Ireland may face up to €600 
million a year until it is compliant in achieving a 20% 
reduction in carbon emissions.

• Ireland is often forced to agree to certain conditions and 
policies which are simply not attainable in the time 
given.

Proposed changes and hopes for 2046:

• Each EU member state should set objectives, but the financial 
and social aspect must be considered before any hasty 
decisions are made. No two countries are the same, some 
have larger economies than others and have large quantities of 
finance to pour into such objectives. The governments and EU 
parliament must remember the average person and businesses 
who will have to pay to achieve these targets set. A current 
example is the new carbon tax, driving up the prices of 
oil/diesel/petrol. Environmentally aware citizens would 
purchase electric/hybrid vehicles if it was financially viable. As it 
stands, it is not a matter of choice, rather of financial 
impossibility. The people who can afford, predominantly the 
richer percentage of society, are the ones who benefit. This 
conundrum of lowering the carbon emissions but taxing the 
poor for it, has been and remains today, a common theme 
amongst the decisions and policies made by politicians. This 
needs to change or the bridge between rich and poor gets 
larger and economic inequality will soar.

Achieved by:

• Not agreeing to absurd policies, which will end in futility.

• Different countries should be set similar targets 
of varying extent, that reflects the financial and social situation 
of the country.

• Before policies and objectives are set and agreed to, there 
must be past evidence of actual achievement of such 
objectives, to ensure realistic expectations are set. It is 
oftenpractice of the EU to aim high, while this is admirable it is 
not often possible, and so should be abridged.

"To him that hath, more shall be given; and 
from him that hath not, the little that he hath 
shall be taken away"- Percy Bysshe Shelley



Preservation of Irish Culture
In Ireland, hurling and gaelic football are two of the most popular sports 

played. Hurling dates back to Celtic times in Ireland (roughly 3000 years 

ago) and it is still played throughout the country. During the time of British 

power in Ireland they tried to destroy all Irish culture by making it illegal to 

speak the language and encouraging us to play the sports played in Britain, 
however on November 1st 1884, seven men met and formed the GAA (Gaelic 

Athletics Association) with the goal of preserving our nation's favourite

pastimes, they were very successful as the GAA is a thriving organisation 

today and is very popular.

Almost every person in Ireland learned Irish (Gaeilge) throughout 

their years spent in school. Although, many would agree that it was not 

their favourite subject, it was another step that had to be taken in order 
to preserve the culture of this country.

History is a compulsory subject to Junior cert and we are taught about 

the significant points in Irish history such as, the 1798 Rebellion, the 

1916 Rising, the Great Famine and political development.

Ireland have done an amazing job at preserving the culture 

and each country within the EU should aim to do the same, 

by addressing dying languages and customs.



Ireland's contribution to the EU

International relationships:

The foreign relations of Ireland are substantially influenced by 

its membership of the EU, although bilateral relations with the 

UK and the US are specific to Ireland.

The Irish diaspora population is estimated to be approximately 

70 million.

Some benefits to the EU:

• Ireland is an international base for many international large 

MNC'S such as Apple, Microsoft

• Ireland also improves the global image of the EU. Ireland 

supports and hosts various charities such as Ethiopian aid, 

Red cross etc

• Strong relationship with the USA

Going forward into 2046:

• Ireland must ensure that the large MNC's it currently hosts 

stay in Ireland, through means of continued low corporation 

tax and the EU should supply grants to attract more 

businesses into Ireland

• Charities are becoming hard to trust, as news reports about 

money siphoning and corruption are on the rise, people are 

becoming weary of where their money goes. There needs to 

be a comprehensive analysis and monitoring plan set in 

place to prevent such illicit activities

Tourism:

Ireland is internationally renowned for its natural beauty ie. Cliffs 
of Moher, the Burren and for its national heritage and the roots 
people have to Ireland from across the globe. It's not surprising, 
that approximately 9m visit Ireland annually; with 11.3m tourists 
in 2019, prior to the pandemic.

Benefits to the EU:

• Tourists are a huge economic resource. Ireland tourist 
industry earned €9.3B in 2019. This money is distributed 
throughout the hospitality, transport and the government 
through tax, which in turn is reimbursed into the economy 
and into the EU budget.

Going forward into 2046:

• Irelands has incredible natural beauty which hasn’t been 
harnessed to its full extent and far from achieving it. In 
comparison to other EU countries, Ireland is lagging behind. 
There is simply not enough facilities to accommodate 
internal tourists in peak times in areas such as Dingle, Achill 
Island, Killarney etc, this isn't taking into account foreign 
tourists. The EU and the Irish government need to realise 
Ireland's potential and they'll reap the rewards going into the 
future.

Ireland has been a net contributor to the EU for the past three years, with the state paying €360m more into the EU budget, 

than it received; for such a small country this is quite significant. However, Ireland does not only benefit the EU financially but 
also socially through global relations and by attracting people into the EU through attractive touristic areas.

Click to add text



Isolated concerns
Cheaper insurance for young drivers Support for working families
• First time driver insurance has risen dramatically 

over the last few years. In some cases 

insurance costs more than the car itself.

• The average price for a person under 30 in 

Ireland is €1,648 with the most charged coming 

in at €2,185

• This is not affordable, for young drivers only 

starting out in life; if prices continue to rise it will 

not pay people to own their own car.

• Many people within Ireland and the EU do not 

have access to public transport and must in-

hand purchase a car.

Hopes for 2046

• Set prices for certain ages regardless of gender

• The EU stop the rise of insurance premiums for 

the first year, as they don't have a fair account of 

your driving skills or ability

• In modern families we see developing across the 

EU member states, both parents are employed full 

time. These means that day care is a vital necessity 

for their family to sustain their standard of living.

• Governments must do more than just provide child 

benefit to try and help parents with the rising prices 

of childcare

Hopes for 2046:.

The EU must supply member states with the relevant 

funding to put new rules of payments in place:

• Increase child benefit

• Free childcare in ages of 1.5 to 4 years old in 

creches and playschools, by 2046.



Isolated concerns
Fisheries and boundaries
The EU has issued various different policies to combat fish 

overexploitation such as conservation boxes, fishing 
seasons, quotas and banned the catching of some types of 
fish.

However, the policies are often unjust and some countries 

benefit from EU water access more than others. Ireland's 
fishing waters for instance have been in contention recently, 
due to Brexit and overexploitation. Netherlands, Germany, 

Belgium, U.K. and France having fishing rights to extensive 
areas of Irish waters. These countries along, with Ireland 

itself are not often caught catching protected fish, fishing in 
conservation areas and catching far greater amounts above 
approved quota, even though it is happening every day, due 

to serious lack of monitoring and a nonchalant attitude 
adopted by the EU.

What needs to change:

• Increased fines for policy breaching

• 24/7 GPS tracker on all fishing vessels in the EU

• All catches must be accounted for and recorded, to 

ensure compliance.

Politicians and limitation of time
When you do something for long enough and become 

accustomed to general ongoings, it is near impossible to 
avoid the human predisposition of complacency and 
corruption. For this exact reason political positions and the 

time spent in politics should be limited to an extent. Often, 
we see politicians holding the presidency or prime minister 

role in countries for 5 years plus. We believe holding a high 
position in politics, which comes with a high salary creates 
detachment from society, and policies and legislation reflect 
this.

What needs to change by 2046:

• Limitation of presidency or prime minister role not 
exceeding 6 years, over two terms. After completion of 
elected years as president or prime minister you 

must not remain a working politician but can work in 
association to it.

• Politicians who are appointed as ministers can only 
serve a maximum of four years as the minister of that 

area.

• These recommendations need to become standardized 
throughout the EU.

If the above are achieved, we believe the needs of the 
people will be met and politicians and state leaders will 

have greater understanding of daily life for the average 
person.



Conclusions and reflections:
The future of the EU rests on the decisions and actions the EU institutions take today, but it also 
depends largely on the responsibility of all people in the EU. We must remember the government and the 
people of the country are as one, in the democratic European Union. The EU must continue to contribute 
to international objectives such as peace, eradication of poverty and hunger and international 
objectives.

Going forward into the next 25 years and beyond, it is essential that the voices of society are heard, so 
any decisions are informed, appropriate and unbiased and through these harmonious endeavours 
between both society and its elected government and the EU parliament, great achievements can be 
attained.

If we could summarize the next 25 years into language, it would come down to two words; now and 
responsibility. We need to start now, learning from the mistakes of the past and preparing for 
the possibilities of the future, but this is not possible without the public taking responsibility, the 
governments can only do so much with policies and legislation and how these translate into daily life is 
up to us. Racism, sexism and utilitarianism etc are not written in law they are attitudes and opinions 
without merit, how we treat others, the planet and the spending of our money will determine what is to 
become of the European Union into 2046 and onwards.
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Thank You for your Time
"The failures of the past must not be an excuse for the 
inaction of the present and the future"- Martin Luther King Jr.


