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We applaud each and every one of our 6th Year students for their efforts since 

March 12th 2020 and in particular since January 6th.  Each young man is a 

credit to our school, his family and more importantly himself.  Well Done to 

each of you! 

You are going through exceptional times, but I 

believe that it is bringing out your own 

exceptional talent, strength and resilience.  As 

Benjamin Disraeli said, ‘There is no education 

like adversity.’ 

As we return to the college it is important we 

look out for each other and do all in our own 

power to support, help and keep each other safe! 

It has never been more important than now for 

us to live our values of Unity, Truth and Love. 

All the best to each of you in the coming 

months. If you need support in any way please 

ask. 
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1. Face Coverings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoors 

Masks must be worn at all times where 2m social distancing is not being 

maintained.  

 

 

 

 

 

Indoors 

Masks must be worn at all times indoors.  

 

 

Regretfully, for the safety of everyone in our community, repeated failure to 

follow this HSE guidance regarding face coverings will result in students 

being sent home. 

 

 

2. Declaration Form 

You must complete the ‘Return to Facility Declaration Form’ at the link 

below before your son can return to the college.  This link was also sent by text 

yesterday.   Click here to access. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=28jHaGQeFEWbsEtAoTxAK00AThPLHT1AnegCcArpPBlUMlZMS0lNTTU2QzI1NUdSTTYzOFAyQ0xLQS4u
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3. Return to school Summary 
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4. 6th Year Return to the College. 

 

We are delighted to have our 6th year students back on campus on Monday 

March 1st.  Should HSE approve it is our expectation that they will be joined by 

5th Years on March 15th and the entire school community on April 12th. 

 

Some general information for 6th Years; 

• Timetable is active from 9am on Monday Morning.  There are no changes 

to rooms or structure of your day. 

• The guidelines published in August around one way systems, break 

periods still apply.  (Slight modification in Villanova) 

• Normal expectations and standards around school rules apply. 

• For yours and our community safety you should adhere to all HSE 

guidance around hand hygiene1, respiratory hygiene, cleaning of surfaces 

and social distancing. 

• All classes on the timetable, including non-exam classes, are scheduled 

and should attended. 

Further information from the Government can be found here. 

 

5. State Examinations 

 

It should be noted that the following information is indicative and merely sets 

out the broad-brush strokes as set out by the DES and the SEC.  We are 

waiting on the formal documents and guidance around each of these areas 

from the DES and SEC. 

 

An online ‘Student Portal’ hosted by the SEC will become available for students 

in the week beginning March 8th. This will; 

• Allow students to indicate their subjects and levels. 

• Identify subjects to be take in the examinations in June. 

 

There is a parallel process in operation for students this year. 

• Accredited Grades 

• Traditional Leaving Certificate. 

 

We strongly advise students to avoid rash decisions at this point and we are 

available to offer advice, within any constraints that might be set out by the 

DES/SEC to protect the integrity of the process. 

                                                           
1 Where hands are visibly soiled you must now wash hands using hot water and soap as the HSE advises that 
Hand Sanitiser alone is not enough for good hand hygiene.  Students are also expected to sanitise their hands 
when exiting their mode of transport to the college.  (see Covid Response Plan V4 Section 5.3) 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d3ea2-leaving-certificate-2021/
http://www.education.ie/
http://www.examinations.ie/
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Accredited Grade Process 

 

 

It has been indicated that the estimated grade will be based on the following.  

Again, this is indicative until we received formal guidance from the SEC. 
 

• Teacher Professional Judgement 

• Any evidence gathered over the past TWO years. 

• Formative &/or summative assessments. 

• Limited additional testing which must be completed by May 14th 

(indicative date, not confirmed yet and further advice from SEC to 

come.) 

• Mocks data must not be used – we did not complete mocks, so this 

is irrelevant. 

 

Please be reminded that legislation is being passed through the Dáil to penalise 

parents/guardians or students who might lobby those involved in the 

Accredited Grades process. 
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Traditional Leaving Certificate 

 

Written Exams 

Modifications have been made to these exams as set out in ‘Assessment 

arrangements for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 

2021(august/Updated in December 2020)’.  You can access this document by 

clicking here.   

We do not know what if any further modifications might be made.  Again, we 

await clarity from the SEC.  Your teachers will keep you up to date on this. 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/63f6e-assessment-arrangements-for-junior-cycle-and-leaving-certificate-examinations-2021/
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Oral Exams 

• Oral Interviews will be conducted over the Easter Break.  They can not be 

done during the school day. 

• Oral interviewers will be appointed by schools locally subject to guidance 

from the SEC.  Those eligible to act as Oral Interviewers can be suitably 

qualified teachers in the college, retired teachers or teachers from other 

schools. 

• The Oral Interviewer is NOT ASSESSING the Oral.  The interview is 

recorded, sent to the SEC and will be graded/assessed by an external 

examiner. 

• A student can sit the Oral exam and subsequently decide not to sit the 

written paper. 

 

Course Work 

These include any projects that form part of the overall mark received in your 

traditional leaving certificate. 

There were changes to the deadlines for those subjects in ‘S64/20 Exceptional 

Arrangements for the completion and authentication of Coursework 2021 due 

to Covid-19’.  Further allowances and timelines are due to be published by the 

SEC in the coming weeks.  We should assume that additional sufficient time 

will be allocated for the completion and submission of such work. 

 

Your Results 

• Where a student does not sit the Traditional Leaving Certificate exam you 

will receive your results based on the Accredited Grades process. 

• Where a student sits all of their subjects in the Traditional Leaving 

Certificate your results will be based on best grade in each individual 

subject (Accredited Grade or Traditional Exam) and that is what will 

appear on your results transcript. 

• You can choose a mix of Accredited Grades and the Traditional Exam, 

where you sit some Leaving Certificate exams and get accredited grades 

in the others.  Note that if the Accredited Grade you received is better for 

a subject in which you sit the traditional exam you will automatically be 

given the Accredited Grade and vice versa. 

• You will not know your Accredited Grade in advance of the Written 

exams. 

In summary where two grades (1 Traditional Leaving Certificate and 1 

Accredited Grade) exist for a subject, you will always receive the best grade in 

your final result transcript. 

 

 

https://www.examinations.ie/?l=en&mc=ex&sc=he
https://www.examinations.ie/?l=en&mc=ex&sc=he
https://www.examinations.ie/?l=en&mc=ex&sc=he
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6. DARE & HEAR programme. 

 

• The deadline is March 1st for online completion of HEAR and DARE. 

• Where applying this must be indicated by March 1st though your son’s 

CAO Account. 

• For those students whom I have met in relation to DARE I am working 

through your Section B Educational Impact Statement to be submitted 

along with Section C in the post by March 15th. 

Once you have Section A of DARE completed on your CAO Supplementary 

information you are in the system.  You should have made contact with me by 

now if you have completed this Section.  If not, email me immediately. 

Notes 


