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Oct 23", 2020.
Re: Transition Year Aptitude Tests

Dear Parent/Guardian,

The Differential Aptitude Tests (D.A.T’s) aptitude tests to will be administered to Transition
Year students on the following dates: TY 1 Monday Nov 9, TY 2 Tuesday Nov 10t TY 3
Wednesday Nov 11, TY 4 Thursday Nov 12%, and TY 5 Friday Nov 13™. The test will last
approximately all morning with classes as normal in the afternoon.

The DAT’s are an objective, group administered test of different cognitive skills more usually
associated with older students. They measure an individual’s capacity/ability in 8 specific
areas and may be useful indictors of a particular career area to which a student may be best
suited. Essentially the test provides an eight point profile that portrays relative strengths
and weaknesses in an individual’s key aptitudes. The test assesses skills in the following
areas: Verbal Reasoning, Numerical Reasoning, Abstract and Mechanical Reasoning,
Perceptual Speed and Accuracy, Space Relations, Spelling and Language Usage.

These tests are machine scored by an outside agency and results will be sent home by post. |
hope this provides a meaningful and worthwhile experience for your sons and it will help
them to discover aptitudes in areas to which they previously may have given little
consideration. However, aptitude test results are only one factor in career choice and other
factors such as career interests are as important in decision making.

Yours sincerely,

Jane Byrne,

\ '

Guidance Counsellor.

Principal: Mr. Mark O'Brien BBS, PGDE, MEd
Deputy Principals: Mr. Aidan O’Brien, Mr. PJ Walsh

Tel: (051) 421182 e info@goodcounselcollege.ie
@GCC_NewRoss » www.goodcounselcollege.ie



