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The uniform is:
• Charcoal-grey trousers 
• Navy V-neck sweater 
• Blue shirt 
• Black or brown leather shoes.
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Brief History of the College
The Augustinian Friars made several attempts 
to establish a college in New Ross. During 
difficult political and economic conditions 
their efforts were met with a limited degree of 
success until 1890 when Good Counsel College 
was established. From 1890 to the early 2000s 
the old Good Counsel College stood in the 
heart of the town in New Ross and catered 
for students from all over Ireland. Due to the 
increase in student numbers, the current 
college was constructed and opened its doors 
as the new ‘Counsel’ in 1984. Like the old 
college, our current school is dedicated to Our 
Lady of Good Counsel.  

Dear Parent/Guardian,

The transition to secondary school is one of the biggest milestones 
in a young person’s life.  Our aim, with the support of our teachers, 
pastoral care team, Unitas leaders and parents is to make this a 
seamless and positive experience for your son and for you as a 
parent/guardian.

As we extol in our School Charter, ‘Good Counsel College is a 
Learning Community’.  Learning embraces all aspects of a student’s 
spiritual and personal development, as well as academic growth. We 
set high yet achievable expectations for all of our students and we 
work as a community to support each other to achieve the very best 
of ourselves be it academic, sporting, social or civic.  We celebrate 
all achievement grounded in the strengths of our young men.

Located on our spacious campus the college offers a progressive 
academic curriculum as well as an extensive range of extra and co-
curricular activities which support the holistic development of our 
840 students.  The best ambassadors for our college community 
are our students so please chat with them about their experience 
of the college, discuss our curricular options with our committed 
teachers and see for yourself what Good Counsel College has to 
offer you.

We look forward to meeting you.

Mark O Brien Aidan O Brien PJ Walsh
Principal Deputy Principal Deputy Principal

Microsoft Office Masters Students
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Structure of the School Day
The college opens each morning at 8:15am to welcome 
students.  The college is closed at 9:30pm Monday to 
Thursday and at 6:00pm on Fridays.

Office Hours are from 8:30am to 4:30pm.

The timetable is as follows:

Time Event

9:00 – 9:40 Lesson 1

9:40 – 10:20 Lesson 2

10:20 – 10:40 Morning Break

10:40 – 11:20 Lesson 3

11:20 – 12:00 Lesson 4

12:00 – 12:40 Lesson 5

12:40 – 13:20 Lesson 6

13:20 – 14:00 Lunch

14:00 – 14:40 Lesson 7

14:40 – 15:20 Lesson 8

15:20 – 16:00 Lesson 9

Mission Statement
Good Counsel College is a learning community within the Augustinian 
tradition.  The college strives to  be a Catholic Community, grounded in 
and inspired by the Augustinian ethos rooted in Gospel values.  

We continue to grow as a caring, respectful and progressive community, 
which supports the development of the whole person.
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Curricular Provision
Teachers in the College are currently involved in training for Instructional Leadership and provide  
the following programmes of education for our students:
 1. The Junior Certificate Programme (3 years)
 2.  The Transition Year Programme – optional for all students transferring from 3rd Year.
 3. The Leaving Certificate Programme (2 years)

This overall provision is organised as follows:

Junior Certificate
1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year

Subject Class Period 
Allocation Subject Class Period 

Allocation Subject Class Period 
Allocation

Compulsory subjects unless exempt from Irish
Irish  4 Irish  4 Irish  4
English  4 English  4 English  4
Maths  5 Maths  5 Maths  5
Geography  3 Geography  3 Geography  3
History  3 History  3 History  3
Religion  3 Religion  3 Religion  3
CSPE  1 CSPE  1 CSPE  1
Science  4 Science  4 Science  4
SPHE 1 SPHE 1 SPHE 1
PE 2 PE 2 PE 2
PE: Games 2 PE: Games 2 PE: Games 2
Mass 1 Mass 1 Mass 1

All studied as tasters in 1st year Students study any 3 subjects from the tasters listed to Junior Certificate.
Bus St  3

Option 1  4 Option 1  4
Technology  2
TG  2

Option 2  4 Option 2  4
Art  2

European Language  3 Option 3  4 Option 3  4

TOTAL 45 (30 hrs.) TOTAL 45 (30 hrs.) TOTAL 45 (30 hrs.)

 indicates subjects taken at exam level
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The Transition Year Programme (1 year) 
This is a specially devised programme of study for students 
who have completed their Junior Cycle education. 

This one-year educational programme offers the 
potential for the holistic development of young people 
as flexible learners, active citizens and future workers. It 
is an interdisciplinary programme with an emphasis on 
personal development, social awareness and increased 
social competence. 

Students taking this option are given the chance to follow 
a school-developed course of study without the pressure 
of state examinations. 

A particularly significant feature of the year is that all 
students follow the Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) 
programme so as to equip themselves with a widely-
recognised qualification in computer skills. 

Work experience is a central part of the programme as 
are the many extra-curricular activities and outings in 
which the students participate. 

Full details may be obtained by contacting the Transition 
Year Co-ordinator for a copy of the Transition Year Plan.

Leaving Certificate
All students except those with an Irish exemption take 
the following subjects to examination level:
 1. Irish*
 2. English
 3. Maths

They then select four of the following, also to examination 
level:
• History  • Agricultural Science
• Geography  • Physics
• Spanish or German  • Chemistry
• Business  • Biology
• Accounting  • Technology
• Economics • Art
• Design & Communications Graphics

In 5th and 6th years, students also have timetabled 
classes in the following non-examination subjects:
• Physical Education & Games
• Religion (incorporating RSE in 5th and 6th years)
• Guidance
• Mass

General points 
1.  It is college policy to form mixed ability classes in 

Junior Cycle. Banding occurs in 2nd & 3rd Year maths.

2.  The greatest possible level of choice is given to 
students when selecting optional subjects for 2nd 
and 5th years in that subject groupings are not pre-
determined by the college but emerge following an 
annual consultation process aimed at satisfying the 
greatest number of students. 

3.  Students may avail of supervised study from 4 pm to 
6pm and from 6:30pm to 9:30pm after college each 
day from Monday to Friday.
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Pastoral Care
Guidance & Counselling
A comprehensive Career Guidance and Counselling service is available 
to all students at Good Counsel College. Educational/Vocational 
counselling assists the students to grow in self-knowledge and self-
esteem by providing information to enable them to make constructive 
life choices and future plans.

Chaplains
Fr Collender and Ms Bolger work as Chaplains to support our students’ 
pastoral needs.  In this role they minister to both students and staff 
(teaching and non-teaching) and are available to advise and assist on an 
appointment basis. They also work with students and staff in organising 
liturgical events for the college – weekly year group mass, Start of Year 
Mass, 6th year Graduation Ceremony. They also support other events 
in the course of the year such as Remembrance Service in November, 
Lenten Observance, college retreats. As Chaplains they are also pivotal 
in the college’s response to any emergency or contingency events such 
as the death of a member of the college community. They also serve on 
the Pastoral Care Team.

Pastoral Care Team 
Informed by the Augustinian core values of Unity, Truth and Love, the 
provision of pastoral care in Good Counsel College is envisaged as 
permeating all activities and interactions taking place in the college 
community. It is viewed, not as something separate to, but as a 
fundamental part of all our relationships in the college community.

Pastoral care is not the preserve of particular individuals but is 
understood to be something all members of staff engage in and 
take responsibility for. There are specific roles and responsibilities 
undertaken in ensuring that the needs of all students are adequately 
met and that the dissemination of relevant information takes place 
where appropriate.

Procedural Care of Students  
(Child Protection & Vetting)
1.  The college Child Protection Policy can be found at:
 http://goodcounselcollege.ie/about/school-policies/
 • Designated Liaison Person: Mr Mark O’Brien
 • Deputy Designated Liaison Person: Mr Aidan O’Brien

2.  The college adheres to all DES guidelines on vetting in relation to the 
recruitment of staff.

Mr. Walter Walsh promoting our  
Wellbeing message.

Scholarship students Luke and Michael 
graduating from Mercyhurst University, USA.
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Student Empowerment 
Student Council
To express the opinions and views of the students within the 
college to staff, Board of Management and Parents’ Association 
and to support and promote the ethos of the college.

UNITAS
The Unitas Programme is a training programme for our senior 
level students. In this programme the students are trained to 
become mentors for incoming students at junior level. It is a 
programme based on respect between students and one that 
enables students to take responsibility for the happiness of 
others and for the safety and well-being of all who share our 
college environment.

Prefects
The prefects are selected from our 6th Year cohort and take 
responsibility for various functions and leadership roles 
around the college.  They also represent students views.  They 
organise a number of charity events throughout the year.

Cycle Against Suicide 
Ambassador School

Presentation from TYs to Donal Walsh FoundationSportsperson of the Year

Ferns Pilgrimage

Bob Quinn Memorial Award

Prefect Award

Supporting past pupil Tadhg Furlong
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Extra/Co-Curricular Provision
The college is very committed to the development of the full range of 
each student’s talents and aptitudes. To this end, a wide selection of 
activities outside the regular college timetable is offered, including:

•Basketball

•Badminton

•Meditation

•Athletics

•Football

•Handball

•Hurling

•Self-defence

•Rugby

•Educational tour to Barcelona

•Paired reading

•Field trips

•Coding Club

•Poetry Aloud

•Theatre trips

•History Tour

•Maths Week

•Science Week

•Chess Club

•Equestrian Sports

•Samba Drumming

•Young Social Innovators

•Ski Trip to the US

•RE Trip to the Mosque

•2nd Year tour to Dublin

•Higher Options & Campus visits

•Science week in WIT

•AILO (Linguistics Olympiad)

•3rd Year to Dáil Eireann

•Thomas Moore Flag events

•Green School Committee

•Cycle Against Suicide

•Trip to Horse Training Stables

•Aintree Tour

•Careers Trips 6th Year

•GCC’s Got Talent

•Annual Sports Day

•An Gaisce

•Library access at lunch time

The college is greatly indebted to teachers who give so generously 
of their time and expertise in the promotion of these activities on a 
voluntary basis. The help and encouragement of members of the local 
community also facilitates the development of these activities and is, 
once again, deeply appreciated by the college. Further information can 
be found on our website or Twitter account @GCC_NewRoss
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SPORTING FACILITIES
We have the most extensive sporting facilities including a large sports 
centre containing a fully equipped gym, indoor sports hall and handball 
alley, changing rooms etc. We also have seven pitches, basketball, 
tennis courts  and  four flood-lit Astro-Turf pitches.

We encourage involvement in sport at every level and devote four 
periods per week per class to physical education and to sport. We 
also have links with the ‘Apex’ Leisure Centre and with Shielbaggan 
Outdoor Education Centre. Many sporting activities are organised from 
team sports to individual sports. Hurling, football, rugby, basketball 
and handball are some of our team sports. Athletics, swimming, and 
badminton are some of the main individual sports. We compete at 
the highest level and have achieved the highest honours up to and 
including All-Irelands at all levels. We also have representative teams in 
golf, equestrian events, orienteering and other activities.

Catering Facilities
Our college has a comfortable and spacious 
dining hall, and a fully equipped catering kitchen 
operating to the highest standards of cleanliness 
and hygiene. We have liaised with past pupil and 
TV chef, Edward Hayden, among others, in our 
efforts to provide a tasty and nutritious menu.

Past pupil Thomas O’Connor of Southampton 
FC presents the Tom Walsh Memorial Cup
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OUR CHARTER 
Good Counsel College is a Learning Community 

In Good Counsel College we will: 
 

Treat each other with respect 

Work to the best of our ability 

Respect each other’s right to learn 

Have our books and equipment and be on time for class 

Wear our school uniform 

Turn off our mobile phones during class time 

Eat and drink in designated areas only 

Treat our own, other’s and school property with care 

Look out for each other and avoid hurtful behaviour 

Have pride in our school - keep it clean. 

  

 

 

11



Good Counsel College
Coláiste na Dea-Chomhairle

An Augustinian School

Telephone: 051421182
Email: info@goodcounselcollege.ie

Website: www.goodcounselcollege.ie
Twitter: @GCC_NewRoss

You have made us for yourself O Lord,

and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.

St. Augustine


