The Annual General Meeting of the Parents Council took place on Monday evening last.  The meeting commenced with the ordinary meeting and then the AGM began.  After the Secretary had read the minutes of the last AGM (and everybody had remarked on how quickly the year had gone by!) the Treasurer presented and explained the accounts.  The Council are delighted to be in a position, once again, to offer two bursaries to two of our present 6th Years who will move to Third Level in the autumn.  The Council is equally delighted to be in a position to fund a substantial venture in the school, of an educational nature, which will be considered over the summer and decided upon in September.
The Chairman of the Parents Council addressed the members and thanked all who had so diligently attended the meetings during the year and progressed the work of the group.  He remarked on the success of all the ventures undertaken, especially the 6th Year BBQ and the Cookery Demonstration.  He thanked all who had made these ventures so special.  He thanked the teachers who had represented the staff at the monthly meetings and especially thanked the Officers of the Council: Ms. Mary Martin Carroll as secretary and Ms. Brid Ann Lawlor as Treasurer.  Their respective assistants were also thanked on behalf of the group.  
Fr. Michael Collender OSA came in for very special thanks.  Not only for his supportive presence t every meeting but also for the very welcome cuppa at the end!
Fr. Hennebry OSA then took the chair and reiterated the thanks expressed by the chair.  He also thanked the chairman, Mr Michael Byrne, for all his invaluable advice and help during the year and especially for the efficient manner in which the meetings were run.
The election of the main officers then took place.  Mr Michael Byrne was elected Chairman, Ms. Mary Martin Carroll was elected Secretary and Ms. Brid Ann Lawlor was elected Treasurer.  The Principal thanked them for their willingness to continue in the offices and it was agreed that further officers would be elected at the first meeting in the new school year.
Participation on the Parents Council is a great way to keep in touch with what is going on in school.  The voice of parents needs to be heard at all levels and especially at these times of great change.  I would encourage any parents interested in being on the Council next year to contact me or any member of the Council when we return.  Some areas are not strongly represented and, as always, I appeal to the new parents of incoming first years to get involved.
In the meantime I pass on the best wishes of the Parents Council to each and every one of you for a restful and pleasant summer.
John Hennebry OSA
